Baseline Measurements: BMJ Quality Lymphoedema
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identifiable to staff at nine hours post
admission.

Do you think that procedures are being

performed on the 'at risk' arm in non

emergency settings currently?
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POSTINTERVENTION MEASUREMENT

We conducted a staff survey, to assess the effectiveness of our intervention. Of t
46.2% felt the new interventions would decrease the chance of patients developing
61.5% felt that susceptible patients being more identifiable to staff would decrease {
procedures being performed on atrisk arms.

Adding an ‘AtRi
computerised

We also carried out a measurement of the number of patients who have an alert
above their bed. 100% of eligible patients had a sign displayed above their bed at 1
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- . . We hope that our intervention will make patients more identifiable to staff, thus decre:z
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Do you think an intervention to allow you to

DISCUSSION

We hope that our intervention will make patients more identifiable to staff, thus decre:

2 easily identify patients with an arm at risk of iat_rogenic Iymphoe_dema. With more tirr_\e and funding, we could also introduce an ¢
5 Ilymphoedema would be useful? axillary surgery patients, to be shown prior to any potentially harmful procedure being
a We encountered problems with contacting patients to obtain feedback on

B interventions, as some staff felt this may lead patients to believe they had receive
B B Yes care in the past. Many staff felt that introducing a coloured wristband would be the b¢
8 mNo However, this was not possible due to a trust limit on the number of wristbands allowe
8 = Maybe

B A new computerised patient record system is due to be implemented in our trust ne.
B are currently in discussion with the designers, to try and ensure that alerts are clez
3 system. We are also planning on a system whereby an extra blood label will print
% patients, to warn staff taking blood that the patient has an at risk arm.

; CONTACT DETAILS: Dr Sophie Bates drsophiebates@gmail.com
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